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EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

plateau, while to the east the latter drops abruptly to the narrow coastal
plains of Valencia. These are continued to the north in the plains of
Catalonia and to the south in the narrow plains of Murcia.

The Iberian Peninsula resembles Italy in the way in which relief
and climate divide it into a number of distinct regions. The compact
central plateau separates and isolates the bordering plains, and is itself
cut off from contact with the sea by mountain barriers and abrupt
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slopes. Climatic differences tend to individualize further these relief
divisions. A considerable development of internal commerce might
have sprung up between these regions had not the difficulties of trans-
portation and historic factors interfered. Lacking the uniting bonds
of commerce, the people of each division developed their political and
cultural organizations with little regard to their neighbors. Conse-
quently, unity was difficult and the peninsula was long divided into a
number of separate states. Even today provincial patriotism is often
stronger than national patriotism, and the lack of unity decidedly
complicates the problems of the nation.